
PARTNERS OF 10 
 

Purpose:  Students will count objects to 10 and understand partners of 10 (pairs of numbers which 

add up to equal 10). 

 

Suggested Grade Level: 1 

 

Math SOL:  Number and Number Sense 1.1, 1.2, Computation and Estimation 1.5 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:   
1. Enough tennis balls for ten per group (ex: 40 tennis balls for 4 groups of 4) 

2. Two hoops per group 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Place 40 tennis balls in the middle of the playing area.     

2. Have 2 hoops side by side for each team. 

3. Place a cone beside each set of hoops for students to stand behind in a line. 

            

Directions:            

1. Divide students into 4 groups. 

2. Assign each group to a set of hoops and a cone. 

3. Tell students to line up behind the cone. 

4. Explain to students that each team will send one person at a time from their group to the middle 

and retrieve a ball for their team, until they have collected a total of 10 balls. 

5. Have students split the balls into two groups by placing a few balls in one hoop and the 

remaining balls in the other hoop.  The goal is for each team to have different partners of ten then 

the other groups.  They are not allowed to look at other team’s hoops during this time. 

6. Ask each group to call out their partner of ten on at a time.  If a team’s partner of ten is different 

then the any of the other groups, they are awarded one point.  If a team’s partner of ten is the 

same as another team, neither of those teams receives a point. 

7. Have students roll balls back into the middle. 

8. Play again. The first team to get 5 points is declared the winner. 

9. Ask the winning team to choose a physical activity for the entire class to perform for 2-3 

minutes. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. Lining teams up behind a cone avoids students tripping over the hoops when they go to retrieve 

the balls. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. For inside the classroom, use some form of manipulative you already have in the class instead of 

tennis balls. You can also use paper plates or Frisbees instead of hoops. 

2. Use this activity for partners of ANY number. 

 

 

 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and 

reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                                           
 


